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	Jesus in the Feast of Tabernacles – Lynne Klomp
Our family recently returned from a trip to the Mediterranean. While we were away we heard of the devastating floods in Australia. 

We were also privileged to visit Jerusalem as part of our trip. We walked around the City of David and to the bottom of the hill to the Pool of Siloam – the place where Jesus healed the blind man. We kept walking through an ancient tunnel next to Hezekiah’s tunnel, reappearing near the steps to Temple Mount before pausing and praying at the Western Wall.
Upon returning to Australia I began reading more about the Feasts of Israel. The Feast of Tabernacles is at the end of the agricultural cycle; when the harvest is gathered in and people enter a time of rest. Jesus is the tabernacle or dwelling place of God. He will ultimately fulfil this feast at His second coming. Until then, we can know His rest in our souls.

Two rituals are associated with the Feasts of Tabernacles; one with water and the other with light. Jesus claimed that both pointed to Himself. Let’s look at the one regarding water in more detail.

The following is from the book, Jesus in the Feasts of Israel by Richard Booker:

“The water ritual took place on the last day of the Feasts of Tabernacles. This day 
was called in Hebrew Hoshana Rabba which translates into English as ‘save now’. This day was the day when the Jews would pray particularly for God’s salvation through the Messiah. The pouring of the water had both a physical and spiritual significance. The rainy season was about to begin to soften the ground for plowing. In view of this, they made a special thanksgiving offering to God for the rain He was going to send. The spiritual significance, as just mentioned, pointed to the coming of the Messiah who would give them the living waters of His Spirit.

As part of the ritual proceeding, a certain priest would draw water from the Pool of Siloam with a golden pitcher. He would come to the altar at the Temple where the High Priest would take the pitcher and pour the water into a basin at the foot of the altar. This is the same route that my family walked on our tour.

As this was taking place, the priests blew their trumpets, and the Levites and all the people waved palm branches while singing from Psalms 113-118. About the time the water was being poured they were singing, ‘Save now, I pray O Lord; O Lord, I pray, send now prosperity. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” Psalm 118:25-26.

This was the most joyous day of the celebration and the pouring of the water was the most joyous moment of the day. Jesus was there to keep the feast in obedience to the law. Just as the fervour of the celebration reaches its peak at the pouring of the water, Jesus makes a bold declaration. John was eyewitness to it and wrote,” On the last day of the feast, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. He who believes in Me, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ John 7;37-39

With this statement God was saying, “Look unto me and be saved now. I am the great Hosanna. I am your salvation. I will give you the living waters of the Holy Spirit to all who will receive me as the Tabernacle of God.” This is His word to Australia right now. While we continue to help and pray for those who have suffered during the flood, His mercy is overshadowing our nation. We are asking you to lift your eyes to the Lord this month and make a special thanksgiving offering to God because He is sending the Spiritual rain on our nation that will bring in the harvest. He is faithful, He is coming to our nation and the ground has been softened spiritually in people’s hearts to receive the Good News of the gospel.   

In February, blow your trumpets, wave your palm branches and praise God for the outpouring of His Spirit that is happening right now in our nation. Just as priests of old, use Psalms 113-118 to praise Him.
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“Praying for kings and all in high places”: 1 Tim 2:1-2

Federal Parliament

Parliament resumes for 2011 with a church service at the Centre for Culture and Christianity next Tuesday, 8th February. 

Pray for the PPN team as they meet to worship and pray, as well as visit MPs next week. They will be worshipping in Parliament House next Tuesday morning while party room meetings are being held. Please consider setting aside some time that morning to join us that morning – wherever you are in the nation. We believe the dew of heaven will settle on that place and cause a shift towards righteousness – setting the direction for the coming year.

Continue to lift our leaders and your local members of Parliament to the Lord in prayer this year.
Schools Programme

The Schools Programme is continuing to expand. This is so encouraging because children are learning the importance of consistent prayer for their nation and their leaders. It is also accepted and appreciated by all Members of Parliament.

The PPN team will continue to pray and promote this area of the ministry until all Members and Senators are adopted by the programme .We currently have about ten schools ready to make this commitment ; this represents up to 5,000 children as well as the staff and parents praying for their local MP. Can you agree with us in prayer that 226 schools will understand the importance of this endeavour and say yes to joining us.

******************
******************

PRAYING FOR THE NATIONS

Sudan
Sudan the largest country in Africa, has been war-torn since 1956.  The people have faced genocide and approximately 2million deaths due to famine and disease. Just a few days ago, fighting broke out again in Darfur. The government soldiers attacked displaced civilians in a makeshift camp and are stopping medical supplies.  

The 2005 peace agreement which had put a halt to fighting is due to end in July 2011. Part of this agreement included a referendum for the south to vote for unity or independence.  The referendum took place this month, with nearly 99% voting for independence.

It is an extremely volatile time for Sudan as this oil rich nation needs to be rebuilt from underground up.  It has the potential to be a bridge of peace between Africa and the Arab nations and to prosper as God intended.  
This is a great opportunity for us to partner in prayer and for us to remember that no matter what has happened in that nation in the past that “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear.” Isaiah 59.  God loves Sudan and has great plans for her.
Prayer points:

· Decree Peace to Sudan and its borders. 

Isaiah 32:17 states “The fruit of Righteousness will be peace..”

· That desire for righteousness would flow in important decisions made by the nations leaders. 

· For Wisdom so that the South can set up president and government. 

· That the Khartoum government in the north would have wisdom and mercy in their decisions of ruling under the extreme Islamic Sharia law. That Christians and South Sudanese living in the north would have religious freedom and protection.      

· Visionaries to be raised up in the nation to build– infrastructure, sanitation, education, medical facilities and factories. 

· Capacity to cater for the millions of displaced people returning to the South

· Peaceful and unifying agreement on the split of oil in the Abyei region which borders the north and south.  

· Pray for the continued protection of and multiplication of Gods goodness through the Iris Ministries base in the South. These include childrens homes and missions base run by hero of the faith. Michelle Perry. For more info see: http://www.iris-sudan.org/  

Taste of His Goodness: food for thought – Milly Bennitt
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“Don’t Forget your lunch”

His still small voice said it simply but clearly. A statement wrapped with intentional revelation.  Unless unwrapped, it would remain as just a peculiar reminder.  But, desiring to be obedient, I asked Him to explain.

He patiently reminded me of the boy in John 6:9, who, with his basic lunch of five barley loaves, 2 fish and a man called Jesus, saw a historical miracle of food multiplication take place.  Five is said to represent Grace and two  testimony.  
So what is our testimony of His Grace each day? 

As we walk with a revelation of what He has done for us, by His grace, we carry His aroma, igniting appetite in others just by being around us. 

What is the Fresh bread of our encounter with Jesus each day?   It could be His peace, His love, His joy, His compassion, His forgiveness, His courage. In this way, the fresh bread nourishes us and others that we come into contact with. It provides Jesus with something to multiply, to feed the spiritually starving.  

Jesus said that “whoever has seen Me has seen the Father” So as we allow the fruit of our personal encounter with Jesus to be revealed through us we are  glorifying Father God as His sons in even the simple things.

 How much does this story of the five loaves and 2 fish, ignite faith in our hearts to believe for the same.  Particularly in impossible, overwhelming, or even hopeless situations.   
With God all things are possible.  

As I write my heart is squeezing for the dear Australians who have lost everything due to the floods.  This testimony of Jesus that we carry is the five loaves and 2 fish to multiply hope and help during the devastation. Both spiritually and practically. 

Our prayers can prophecy life and restoration. Practically we can provide financially.  In whichever way Jesus moves you. I pray that you and your families be safe, blessed and prosper in peaceful dwelling places.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY

National Prayer Breakfast
The 2011 National Prayer Breakfast will be held in the Great Hall, Parliament House, Canberra on 27/28 February.
To register online go to:
www.anpb2011.wordpress.com
Leadership Roundtable
Lynne Klomp will be attending a Roundtable in South Australia from 28 February until March 2. Woman in Christian leadership from around Australia will gather to seek the Lord, build relationships and glean wisdom for building the Kingdom in the days ahead. Please pray for this as well as Ps Jenny Hagger and her team as they host this gathering and their overseas guests Apostles Naomi Dowdy and Tommi Femrite.
Reformational and life changing – 
Glory & Grace Conference 2011
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To register go to www.jubilee.org.au
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